THE NEW SAINT PAUL'S
It was necessary to give a greater Height than the
Cupola would gracefully allow within, tho' it is consider-
ably above the Roof of the Church; yet the old Church
having had before a very lofty Spire of Timber and Lead.,
the world expected, that the new Work should not in this
Respect fall short of the old (tho3 that was but a Spit, and
this is a Mountain). He was therefore obliged to comply
with the Humour of the Age, (tho5 not with ancient Ex-
ample, as neither did Bramante) and to raise another
structure over the first Cupola; & this was a Cone of
Brick, so built as to support a Stone Lantern of an elegant
Figure, and ending in Ornaments of Copper gilt.
As the whole Church above the Vaults is covered with
a substantial oaken Roof, and Lead, (for no other Cover-
ing is so durable in our Climate) so he covered and hid
out of Sight the Brick Cone with another Cupola of
Timber and Lead; and between this and the Cone are
easy Stairs that ascend to the Lantern. . . .
Altho' the Dome wants no Butment, yet, for greater
Caution, it is hooped with Iron in this Manner; a Chanel
is cut in the Bandage of Portland-stone, in which is laid
a double Chain of Iron strongly linked together at every
ten Feet, and the whole chanel filled up with Lead.
Among all the Composures of the Ancients, we find
no Cupolas raised above the necessary Loading of the
Hemisphere, as is seen particularly in the Pantheon. In
after Ages the Dome of Florence, and of the great Church
of Venice;, was raised higher. The Saracens mightily
affected it, in Imitation of the first most eminent Pattern,
given by Justinian, in his Temple of Sancta Sophia, at
Constantinople. Bramante would not fall short of those
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